
What we already know: 
What life was like for rich people in the Victorian times. 
That Queen Victoria was a British Queen and people who lived at the 
same time were called Victorians. 

Year 1 History:  

Lives of Significant Others Mary Anning 

What’s next? 
Local Study – A History of Silverstone Race Track 

Timeline 

Pre-historic Ancient History 1 CE                                                         Modern History Present 

Dinosaurs Extinct  Stone 
Age  

Bronze 
Age 

Iron 
Age 

Romans Anglo-
Saxons 

Vikings   Victorian Era 1900 2023 

65,000,000 BCE 
No humans on Earth  

    1451 Christopher 
Columbus 

1666 Great Fire of London 
 

1799 
Mary 
Anning 

1820 Florence  
Nightingale 

 Yr 1 

Story of Britain Society and Government Beliefs Being a Historian 

Mary was born just before Victoria became the 

queen. 

 

Mary Anning was born in Lyme Regis which is 

one of the best places in the country to find 

Fossils. 

 

Mary Anning started collecting fossils for fun and 

didn’t know how important they were. Some of 

what she discovered, changed the way scientists 

understood how life had developed on Earth. Her 

discoveries were some of the most important 

discoveries in History. 

 

Mary Anning didn’t get recognised for her work 

until long after her death. 
 

Contrast the life of rich Victorians (Florence 

Nightingale) with poor Victorians (Mary 

Annings family).  

 

Understand that many more people tend to 

be poor rather than rich, particularly in the 

past. 

 

Poor people were often treated unfairly but 

couldn’t do anything about it. 
 

Because most people were 

Christians, many didn’t believe 

that Mary Anning’s Fossils could 

be real as they appeared to go 

against what the bible said about 

the Earth being created in 7 days. 

(Many modern Christians don’t 

have a problem with this and 

don’t think that the 7 days is 

meant to be literal.) 
 

Historians and archaeologists use the 

things that we find in the ground to 

help us understand what the past 

was like. 

 

Mary Anning is a significant historical 

figure because she changed the way 

people understood the past. 

 
Both Mary Anning and Florence 
Nightingale are significant people, 
even though they did very different 
things. 

 

 

Vocabulary – Mary Anning 

Tier One 
Dinosaurs 
Past  

Tier Two 

Victorian A person who lived at the same time as Queen Victoria. 

Rich Having a great deal of money or assets 



Poor Lacking sufficient money to live at a standard considered comfortable 
or normal in a society. 

Fossils The remains or impression of a prehistoric plant or animal embedded 
in rock and preserved in petrified form. 

Christian A follower of Christianity and it’s teachings. 

Tier Three 
Recognition 
Similarities 
Differences 

 

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=f33756533c234e6e&q=prehistoric&si=AKbGX_okpkrXRdHQwZu4Fe0iRe3u9TA3y9Yn6mVgpJ6FejB1tkwa-nVJ2y9GEX-ma8plnh4cy7zGO2OQFhAYiao1OaY03mtQmLwwAhXhi5RaHwjzK-Z0jrs%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=f33756533c234e6e&q=petrified&si=AKbGX_rLPMdHnrrwkrRo4VZlSHiJUq0KJ60otjAjhQ5Dl5fBrbLv6vQIB504EwpztI-34T7rKxJCrC0vYAQ9zJXYaE27iMQ88cuhMn-PT1M-wTqb5Um3jrA%3D&expnd=1

